
Little Budworth W.I. May news 

 

It’s not only the Queen who is celebrating her 90th birthday this year.  One of our members is also 

90, on 31st May, and we celebrated this occasion at our May meeting, with Buzz Fizz and Birthday 

cake. 

Our guest speaker was Brian Crossley and his talk was entitled “Why some chairs have cane seats?”  

Brian was taught to cane chairs by his mother over 50 years ago, and he did this part time until his 

retirement and it then became his full time job.  As there are so few professional caners he is always 

in demand.  He is a Yeoman of the Basket Weavers of London and also teaches chair caning. 

Brian started his talk by explaining to us that the rattan used for chair caning comes from the wild 

palm tree that grows in the rain forest of Borneo.  The shoots grow to about 500 feet long.  There 

are 600 tree varieties but only 4 are suitable for caning.  It was around 1650 when the British East 

India Company brought  tea in tea chests packed in rattan, back to England that started the industry, 

first of basket weaving and then later on of chair caning; mainly  in the St. Pauls area of London.   

Chair caning was very popular in 1661 but due to the Great Fire of London in 1666 it became less 

popular and later revived after the Great Exhibition in 1851.  The main centre of this industry has 

now moved to High Wycombe. 

A German-Austrian cabinet maker by the name of Michael Thonet was the first person to come up 

with the idea of bent wood furniture and 50 million chairs of one design were made between 1850 

and 1900.   In 1860 the first machine for weaving cane was invented in America.  Indonesia has put 

an embargo on exporting rattan so the rattan used today is of an inferior quality.   

Brian brought with him a book of designs, several chairs of different shapes and designs of cane 

weaving and finished off his very interesting and factual talk with a slide show.   

So the answer to the question “Why some chairs have cane seats?” is simply fashion! 

The Vote of Thanks was given by Carol Mason.  More refreshments were served at the end of the 

evening by Anne Hales and Anne Hall. 

There is no June meeting but we are going on our annual outing on June 8th. 

The W.I. will be serving tea and cakes on the Village Green on Villagers Day, 9th July and our next 

meeting is on the 13th July when Laurie March will be coming to talk about “Owning an Olympic 

Horse”.    Visitors most welcome. 

 

 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 


